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URBAN AGRICULTURE



CLIENT  University of Maryland
LOCATION          College Park, MD 
DATE      Sept 2003
BUDGET           N/A
DESIGNER              V. Lazzari 

In 2003, University of Maryland’s College of Agriculture & Natural Resources 
debuted its new Research Greenhouse Complex.  I was one of five design 
students chosen to create two culturally significant eyelash-shaped “demo” 
gardens to ornament the facility’s hillside.  Since the facility planned for a late 
summer inauguration, I designed a herbaceous butterfly garden to capitalize on 
late-season butterflies, and a “tropical textures” garden featuring exotic, 
tropical-lo oking perennials that are completely winter hardy in USDA Zones 6 
and 7 .
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SITE PLAN
Juniperus virginiana 
Eastern red cedar

Ilex glabra ‘Compacta’
Inkberry holly

Acer rubrum ‘Autumn Blaze’ 
Autmn Blaze maple

Magnolia virginiana 
Sweetbay magnolia

Liriodendron tulipifera
Tulip poplar

Cornus sericea
Red twig dogwood

Amelanchier canadensis
Alleghany serviceberry

Lake Artemisia

CLIENT    College Park City Council
LOCATION          College Park, MD 
DATE       April 2004
BUDGET           N/A
DESIGNER              V. Lazzari 

Lake Artemisia in College Park, Maryland, suffered heavy clearing and loss of 
its wetlands over several decades since the 1960s.  For Earth Day 2004 , I led 
a team of eight University of Maryland design students in the design and install 
of a three-acre reforestation project at lakeside, using only native non-invasive 
trees and shrubs adapted to wetland topography.  I conducted a site survey 
and natural resource inventory prior to designing, and directed 50 community 
volunteers for the installation on Earth Day 2004.
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CLIENT         Moreno Residence
LOCATION         Miami Gardens, FL 
DATE         Oct 2007
BUDGET          $20, 000
DESIGNER              V. Lazzari 

The client had fallen in love with a Hindu river goddess statue and desired to 
build a backyard landscape based off this one piece.  I sold the client on an 
“East meets West” concept that would combine a traditional tropical Miami 
plant palette with smo oth, restrained Asian brushstrokes.  The goddess statue 
became the focal point in a network of dry riverbeds that flow through equally 
meandering beds of cat palm, black bambo o, yellow bulbine and dwarf croton.  
Red fountain grass reinforces the sense of flowing movement.  Colors were 
kept to a tradiitional Asian palette of red, burgundy, yellow, white, and black.
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CLIENT   Bramble/Rudolph Wedding
LOCATION                  Trapp, MD 
DATE         May 2010
BUDGET                 $500
DESIGNER              V. Lazzari 

A former colleague from the University of Maryland asked me to design the 
wedding florals (bridal bouquet, bridesmaids bouquets, boutonnieres, and a hair 
accessory) for her May 2010 ceremony.  She chose a rustic outdo or 
farmhouse for the occasion, so I created a very informal bridal bouquet 
designed to lo ok like freshly gathered wildflowers but utilizing green orchids, 
bicolor gerberas, and satiny white freesias.  Pink calla lilies were a last-minute 
substitute for sweetpeas that were unavailable due to frost.  Beargrass served 
as an offbeat green in place of much-overused fern.
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CLIENT                   SFWMD
LOCATION                   Clewiston, FL 
DATE        Sept 2010
BUDGET           N/A
DESIGNER              V. Lazzari 

The South Florida Water Management District served as a client for this studio 
project, the goal being to design a regional landscape system to partially 
restore natural waterflow to the Florida Everglades.  My concept involved a 
strong and continuous use of gradients: Expanding the Ho over Dyke into a 
system of program as well as storm protection, creating large tree islands for 
recreation and scientific research while protecting wildlife refuge areas; imple-
menting organic fruit and flower farms in place of enviromentally harmful sugar-
cane plantations; and raising highways to allow natural waterflow to resume.
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‘Morning Light’ maiden grass 

‘Heritage’ river birch

Compact korean spice viburnum

‘Old Gold’ juniper Five-leaf akebia vine ‘Blue Angel’ hosta

Ostrich fern

‘Forest Pansy’ redbud

‘Francee’ hosta

CLIENT             Horst Residence
LOCATION            Honey Grove, PA 
DATE          May 2011
BUDGET             $5000
DESIGNER              V. Lazzari 

This residential client had an unusual caveat: Their daughter was deathly 
allergic to bees, and therefore flowers needed to be either minimal or absent 
entirely, for the safety of their child.  I solved this dilemma by creating a fast and 
simple retreat that plays on different foliage textures and colors rather than floral 
display.s  River birch and golden junipers form the structure, while hostas, ferns 
and grases add ornament.  A smouldering ‘Forest Pansy’ redbud flirts above a 
water feature as a focal point.  Akebia vine, pollinated by flies, carries the purple 
color theme onto a pergola and adds a safe, bee-free floral element.
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CLIENT    FIU College of Engineering
LOCATION               Sweetwater,  FL 
DATE            Feb 2011
BUDGET                  N/A
DESIGNER  V. Lazzari, M. Brown, M. Rojo 

The FIU College of Engineering desired to create “Pods” -- a 50’ x 100’ built 
space that would educate the public about sustainability -- on their Sweetwater  
campus.  I served as Lead Plantsman on a three-member design team that 
created a garden built entirely of derelict materials from local sites, and planted 
using only native, non-invasive species.  Florida live oaks provide both shade 
and natural mulch; red maples provide wildlife habitat; and a wealth of perennial 
wildflowers were chosen not just for their beauty, but also for their ability to 
phytoremediate -- that is, to absorb and metabolize toxins in both soil and water.
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CLIENT            Village of Totalan
LOCATION             Andalusia, Spain 
DATE          Sept 2011
BUDGET                    N/A
DESIGNER              V. Lazzari 
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The mayor of the hamlet of Totalan, in southern Spain, approached FIU’s Land-
scape Architecture department requesting ideas on how to expand and 
modernize their ancient context for the 21st Century, while still being true to the 
spirit of the town.  Noticing that residents of Totalan were very much into garden-
ing, I devised a strategy to rebrand Totalan as a tourism hub within Andalusia by 
using vegetation and flowers as both agritourism -- cut flower farms, pick-your-
own B&B’s -- and ecotourism -- the surrounding area is home to several rare 
terrestrial orchids whose blossoms evolved to resemble bees and insects.



CLIENT                  City of Homestead
LOCATION                Homestead, FL 
DATE          April 2012
BUDGET            N/A
DESIGNER              V. Lazzari 

My graduate thesis investigated how community-supported agriculture can 
shape a new paradigm of the urban form in ways more meaningful than urban 
vegetable gardens.  My research found two key strategies: Successful urban 
farms had gradients of program linking the urban and the agricultural; and 
successful local fo od cultures are transgenerational.  This led me to redesign 
downtown Homestead, FL as a large walking esplanade where pick-your-own 
gardens transition into children’s play areas and educational reforestation plots, 
so that a “locally grown” lifestyle and identity are cultivated over time.
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CLIENT             Rodrigues Residence
LOCATION            Delray Beach, FL
DATE         May 2012
BUDGET                       $4500
DESIGNER              V. Lazzari 

One of my favorite challenges as a designer is to create a climate-themed 
garden in the wrong climate.  The client had recently come back from a Mediter-
ranean vacation and asked me to create a Tuscan-inspired pathway garden 
along an existing curved pathway in tropical South Florida.  Since curved paths 
are not a traditional Mediterranean design motif, I went with an asymmetrical 
allee of Italian cypresses to work in tandem with the curves.  The path is crisply 
edged in dwarf yaupon holly to simulate a clipped Tuscan boxwo od parterre.  
Red shrimpflower and white African iris create a European flower border lo ok.
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(4) WHITE BIRD OF PARADISE

(80) DWARF YAUPON HOLLY

(1) EX. WHITE BIRD OF PARADISE, TO REMAIN AS-IS

(6) ITALIAN CYPRESS

(27) RED FOUNTAIN GRASS

(50) RED SHRIMP PLANT

(40) SILVER BUTTONWOOD

(50) AFRICAN IRIS

(6) ‘ZEBRINA SURPRISE’ BROMELIAD

(25) DWARF FIREBUSH

(1) EX. SINGAPORE CASSIA, TO REMAIN AS-IS

(2) SINGAPORE CASSIA 

(15) SHINING JASMINE

(10) GROUND ORCHID

(2) BOTTLE PALM, TRIPLE

(1) EX. BOUGAINVILLEA, TRANSPLANTED

(1) BOUGAINVILLEA, TO MATCH EX. BOUGAINVILLEA

(80) PURPLE LANTANA
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