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Video Interviews
SPEAKING OUT
VOICES AND PERSPECTIVES
ON CLIMATE ACTION
Climate change is a complex
phenomenon with no singular silver
bullet solution. The multi-faceted task
of understanding and addressing
the associated issues in order to
achieve climate resilience demands
the expertise, experience, dedicated
commitment and advocacy of many
individuals, in myriad walks of public
and private life.
The mandate to prepare effectively for
change has been answered by many
individuals in our metropolitan region.
They work in the areas of education,
communication, government, public
policy, public service, infrastructure
planning, risk management, business
and private development, design,
construction, and natural and social
sciences. Their voices can be heard
here, as they speak about today’s
accomplishments and the important
work that still lies ahead.
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“Understanding how
adaptation impacts
across society is critical of
maintaining a vibrant and
diverse society -- and I think
that is what we want for Miami
2100.” Emily Eisenhauer
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“The Everglades Restoration
Program must happen now,
we can no longer wait.. We
have effective plans for
implementing fresh water
restoration of the Everglades,
and we have effective plans
for mitigating sea level rise in
our urban Miami, but we have
not put them into place on the
timeline we know we have to
act on.” Evelyn Gaiser

RAIS

CHALLEN
31

COM
URBAN E

FLOWS

FLOAT

NOURISH
DELTA URBANISM

NETWORKS

ECOSYSTEM

URBAN SCAPE

NEW GROUND

LINKED

RE-USE

SOFTSCAPE

RE-VIE

COMMUNICATI

ARCHIPELA

CONNE

ENGAGEME

EDUCATE

CITY SCAPE

URBAN
METABOLISM

INFRASTRUCTURE

SALT-FRE

INFRASTRUCTU

RAIS
PALIMPSE

CHALLEN

FLOWS

NOURISH
DELTA URBANISM

NOURISH

Peter Harlem

ARCHIP

HYB

RESPO

Nichole L. Hefty

Commissioner, City of Miami Beach

Coordinator, FIU GIS Center, and
Research Associate, Southeast
Environmental Research Center

Climate Change Program Manager at
Miami-Dade County

There might be a time where we
might not be able to get flood insurance, and if we can’t get flood
insurance, then all the property
values go down. This economic
issue will persuade the community to support action.

I developed the skills with the
computer and the software to
make the kind of maps that
were necessary to show people
what sea level rise looks like ...
then people started seeing the
maps, and then the maps became more popular than me!

We are trying to take action to
address sea level rise by educating the elected officials, the
residents, and the business
owners.

Harvey Ruvin

Nancy L. Scanlon

Ryan Stoa

What we need to be resilient to
sea level rise is an entirely re-engineered, reinvented infrastructure. Not just a drainage infrastructure, but also the roads,
the [means of] transportation,
and the whole infrastructure
that we base our urban life on in
South Florida - because things
will change.

The first place that you start educating someone who is coming
to a destination is on his/her way
to that destination. Some of the
most educational projects, ones
that help people reduce their
potential impact on the ecosystem of their destination, have
been completed aboard flights.
Hotels can also provide an educational system; they can do
this through their in-house television systems or house video
systems or through other technologies that guests can use.

Property owners who have
beachfront property win or lose
based on sea level. If the water level goes down, property
owners experience a creation of
property. They win by having an
increase in the size of their property --and the other way around.
Cities are trying to fix the level
of a beach in order to prevent
that beach from growing in size
or diminishing in size as a result
of sea level rise.
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PhD, Associate Professor, FIU Chaplin
School of Hospitality and Tourism
Management
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Miami-Dade Clerk of Courts, and
Chairperson, Miami-Dade Sea Level
Rise Task Force
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We have to start looking at what
we are going to do with our infrastructure. Building standards
are critical to a long-term implementation program.

ARCHIPELAGO

Protecting our beaches is absolutely critical because they are
the economic engine of South
Florida.

PhD, PE, City Engineer, City of Miami
Beach

Sustainability Officer, City of Delray
Beach

We encourage residents of Miami-Dade County and all of our
cities to participate in the recycling program in their areas. It’s
really important to conserve our
natural resources.
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Solid Waste Management, Miami-Dade
County
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This is the next generation of
sustainable water supply resources… Sea level rise is reality
and we need to capture storm
water to keep our canal levels
high.
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“The Everglades Restoration
INTER
Program must happen now,
we can no longer wait.. We
have effective plans for
implementing fresh water
restoration of the Everglades,ECOS
and we have effective plans URBAN
for mitigating sea level rise in
our urban Miami, but we have
not put them into place on the
timeline we know we have to
act on.” Evelyn Gaiser
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We need to educate the public…
get to a shift of the mindset that
suggests that maybe prevention
needs to be part of the solution.

“Understanding how
adaptation impacts
across society is critical of
maintaining a vibrant and
diverse society -- and I think
that is what we want for Miami
2100.” Emily Eisenhauer
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It is really vital that South Florida,
the rest of the nation and the rest
of the world begin to take action
now. We’ve moved beyond the
phase of arguing about whether
or not we have a problem. The
question now is: What can we
do to minimize our vulnerability?
What is it going to cost to minimize our vulnerability?

Engineer, Palm Beach Aggregates
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Stan Bronson

Executive Director, Florida Earth
Foundation
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Chris Bergh

Director, South Florida Conservation,
The Nature Conservancy, Florida Keys
Office
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