


Image-making and Politics 
Yungang



After  finishing my project on Yungang, one of the greatest Buddhist monuments in human 
history, 



Faith and Devotion in Excavations
along the Silk Roads

Joy Lidu Yi

I started working on the Buddhist caves further 
west on the Silk Road, and they became the 
subjects of my current book manuscript. 



Tuyuk Caves
Joy Lidu Yi



Tuyuk Caves
Joy Lidu Yi

Another book manuscript is 
focused on the Tuyuk caves. 
This is something close to 
my heart and there is a lot 
of newly excavated material. 





Some articles I worked on during 
the pandemic have come out or are 
about to appear



Just came out 



Coming soon



Aesthetics and Painting History through the Lens of Li Rihua (1565-1635)

“… In his Weishuixuan riji 味水軒日記 (Water Tasting Diary), 
Li records extensively his connoisseurship and interactions 
with different scholars, art dealers and collectors from 1609 
to 1616, their visits to his house and his visits to antique 
shops and commodity markets; and his purchases of 
calligraphy, paintings, archaic bronzes, ceramics, gems, ink 
stones, as well as rocks and other items for his garden. Li 
also writes in detail about his connoisseurship of Song and 
Yuan paintings and calligraphy and tells us about people 
bringing paintings supposedly by Xia Gui, Ni Yunlin (Ni 
Zan), Huang Dachi (Huang Gongwang), Zhao Ziang (Zhao 
Mengfu), Wu Zhen and calligraphies of Huang Tingjian and 
Su Shi etc, etc, for his assessment and appreciation. Through 
a close examination of Li Rihua’sWeishuixuan riji, this 
project attempts to look into the changes of Li’s views in 
aesthetics and connoisseurship of painting history…”

New projects and invited lecture



This semester I also need to finish two invited book reviews and 
two manuscript review

One article on a tomb excavation to finish



Teaching with a global mind



Link to the MET 
Wen Zhengming painting
Garden of  the Inept Administrator

Daoism holds that rocks are the bones of  the earth, and as such they feature very 
prominently in garden designs. As Tu Wan, a twelfth-century author and apparent stone 
collector wrote in his Catalogue of  Rocks and the Forest of  Clouds, “All things which are the 
core, the summation of  heaven and earth, are linked together in the rocks.” Waters are 
seen as the blood of  the earth, and so are similarly important in the conception of  a 
garden space.



Lingering Garden (East Garden)
Suzhou



Mark Rothko (1903-1970)

Agnes Martin (1912-2004) 

From ancient civilization to 
modern and contemporary art



Engaging the community



Surreal moments as a 
teacher and scholar





Thank you
謝謝

lidyi@fiu.edu


