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Slide #2 The town of Rosewood Florida was settled by White’s in 1847.

Slide#3 :The Town’s name comes from the cedar trees that once grew there. When the
trees were cut the wood had a pink rose color inside. Hence the Rose -Wood.

Slide#4: The trees were a natural resource that allowed for pencil mills to open and
flourish. Once the trees were all gone the White residents began to desert the town by
1890. They moved to nearby Sumner one mile away.

Slide#5: In 1900 there were around 200 Black families who owned land and lived in
Rosewood . There were also two white families, one of them being the Wright’s who
owned the town’s General store. Rosewood was a self-sustaining town with businesses,
two churches, a Masonic temple and even had its own Baseball team.Some would call
Rosewood a prosperous little town. In this era of Jim Crow Blacks and whites co-existed
peacefully in close proximity. But on a cold day on Jan 1 1923 all of that Changed.

Slide#6: 22 year old Francine “Fanny Taylor” of Sumner county was married to James
Taylor and was having an affair with a local white man. He would visit her after James
left for work. This day Fanny decided the affair had to stop. Hearing this the jilted lover
savagely beat her and left her bloody and bruised. He escaped out the back
door.Hysterically Fanny screamed rape in the streets. When her husband James arrived
home and saw her condition. She was fearful that he would find out about her affair so
instead she told him a Black man raped her.

Slide#7:This Lie set off the events that would unfold into an apocalyptic nightmare for
the Black residents of Rosewood. James gathered the townspeople and spread lies to
incite them to raid Rosewood.  To find and hang the Black man who harmed his wife.

Slide#8: Sarah Carrier of Rosewood did laundry for the Taylors was at the Taylor house
when the So called rape happened. Sarah stated she saw a white man hastily leave the
house and soon before Fanny screamed rape in the streets. Sometime that same day
her son Aaron Carrier and friend Sam Carter were approached by a white man at the
Carrier home.  He demanded they take him out of town immediately. The two men
reluctantly carried the man safely away from Rosewood hidden in the back of a wagon.

Slide#9: James Taylor and his mob later learned that an ex con named Jesse Hunter
who happened to be black escaped a nearby chain gang. In their mind he had to be the
one who did the crime. They figured he was hiding in near by Rosewood. They sent
dogs to the town with the scent they picked up from Fanny’s house. The scent led the



dogs to the Carrier Home. After sharing stories of their events of the day the Carrier
armed themselves.

Slide#10: Aaron and his cousin Sylvester gathered all the women and children inside
the Carrier home. The two men sat by the window and waited for whatever was going to
happen. James Taylor and a mob of 50 men descended upon the Carrier home. They
kicked in the door and were met with gunshots that killed the two white men who tried to
enter the house. Soon the carrier home was riddled with bullets that killed Slyvester and
Sarah. Aaron and His wife Gussie( a school teacher were able to escape out the back
door. Aaron told his wife to take the children and hide in the swamps for safety. Soon
after the Mob caught Aaron, tied him to their truck by the neck and dragged him 3 miles
through the town. Miraculously he survived and was rescued by The towns Sheriff.
Sheriff Walker threw Carrier into his car and took him to a Gainesville jail where Carrier
received medical attention.

Slide#11: Soon after the Mob caught up to Sam Carter. They questioned him about the
black man they were looking for. When he couldn’t provide a name they tortured him,
made him dig a grave and killed him.

Slide#12: By then word had reached Gainesville Florida. The KKK were holding an
annual rally there. Taylor reported that a Black uprising was happening and soon over
100  members were on their way to Rosewood to stop it.

Slide#13: Once there they Set Fire to the town's houses.

Slide#14: Gussie hid with children in the swamps for three days. She was caught by the
mob. They sexually assaulted her leaving her for dead. When the Sheriff came back
Gussie was barely alive. He took her to the Wright store where they tended to her
injured body and spirit. At the Store Sheriff Walker Told John Wright that he called upon
train conductors called the Bryce Brothers in Cedar Key to bring a train and carry the
Rosewood resident out of town. He also asked Wright to hide blacks who needed
shelter in his home until the train arrived.

Slide#14:Gussie woke up, gathered the strength and told the men she would also help
find the people who were hiding in the swamps for days. They set off and ended up
rescuing the many helpless women and children.

Slide#15:They were able to successfully get them on the train and away from
Rosewood.



Slide#16: The Mob burned the entire town to the ground in a period of six days. They
raped, tortured and hung innocent people all because of a lie. And to seize upon land
that wasn't theirs. Families were devastated, they were split up and now without a
home. They lost valuable land as well as family members.

Slide#17: A week after the massacre newspapers stop reporting on the incident. It was
first portrayed as the Black people of Rosewood being the aggressors with the KKK
going there to straighten things out. The massacre that left over 100 people dead. Even
though it was first reported that 7 blacks and 2 whites were killed. The story eventually
was wiped away as if nothing ever happened. No one ever stood trial or held
responsible for the tragedy. The events of Rosewood were kept secret for over 70 years
with know one ever willing to talk about it. The town of Rosewood no longer appeared
on the map of Florida.

Slide#18: In 1994 Florida Governor Lawton Chiles signed a bill that paid a measly
150,000 dollars to descendants who could prove that their family lived in Rosewood
during the massacre. 150,000 dollars for generational wealth lost. In 1997 filmmaker
John Singleton brought more attention to the tragedy with his movie titled Rosewood. In
2004 Rosewood was declared a Florida Heritage Landmark. A sign where Rosewood
once stood now marks the site of one of America’s darkest hours.

Slide#19: This is the only house left standing in Rosewood. It Belonged to John Wright. It’s
where he sheltered Blacks during the violence.
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