
A Brief [but growing] Early History of the 420 Lincoln Road Building!
!
•  420 Lincoln Road was built in 1941–42 in two phases on the site of Carl Fisher’s 1920 Lincoln Hotel.!
•  The building was designed by architect, Albert Anis.!
•  The building was designed with 60,000 square feet of office space, a theater on the first floor (the 

Beach Theater) and road-front retail. !
•  The building was developed by Moses Ginsberg, a New York steamship operator, as the largest 

single construction project in Miami Beach since the crash of 1926.!
•  The original name was the Lincoln-Washington Building.  This changed in 1940 with the 

announcement of the Mercantile Bank of Miami Beach as the first and largest tenant.!
•  In 1945, Russian-born artist Leo Birchansky (1887–1949) painted a series of murals in the 420 

Lincoln Road lobby detailing the American experience. Birchansky worked as a political cartoonist in 
Russia before fleeing to New York City in 1922 where he worked with the New York Daily News.  He 
moved with his wife (also Russian-born) to Miami in 1943.  He lived at 6950 Byron Avenue on Miami 
Beach and had an important solo show of his work at the Miami Woman’s Club in 1944.!

•  The building hosted numerous Jewish business and organizations, specializing in professional 
doctors, lawyers, dentists, real estate agents, and architects.  In 1955, for example, the building 
hosted the offices of Seymour Gelber, The Greater Miami Jewish Federation, Kohen, Granat & 
Frank (Helen Kohen’s father-in-law), and architect Norman M. Giller in the penthouse.  !

•  In 1955 ground floor tenants included Woolworths, Beck’s Shoes, Marsha Kay Gifts, Sandra Post’s 
Women’s Clothing, and Todd & Todd, Inc., Men’s Clothing.!

!
!



Carl Fisher’s Lincoln Hotel on the 
site of 420 Lincoln Road!
Miami News!
May 12, 1940!



Rendering of 420 Lincoln Road by 
architect Albert Anis.!
Miami News!
May 12, 1940!



Announcement of 420 
Lincoln. Requiring that 
stores stay open year-
round.!
Miami News!
May 12, 1940!



Building Permit, 7/25/1940 !
420 Lincoln Road!
Source: Ruskinarc.com !



Moses Ginsberg gives 10-year 
lease to Greater Miami Jewish 
Federation for a $1!
Miami News!
March 23, 1948!



Polk’s Miami Beach City Director 
420 Lincoln Road Tenants!
1955!



Polk’s Miami Beach City Director 
420 Lincoln Road Tenants!
1955 (continued)!



Polk’s Miami Beach City Director 
421–450 Lincoln Road Tenants!
1955 (continued)!



Leo Birchansky Exhibition 
“Ally Exhibit,” 1944!
Miami News!
January 16, 1944!
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Leo Birchansky Biography in:!
Maurice Horn (editor), The World 
Encyclopedia of Cartoons, Chelsea House 
Publishers, 1980.!

BIRCHANSKY, LEO (1887-1949) Russian-American cartoonist!
born in Odessa, Russia, in 1887. Lev (Leo) Birchansky studied art at a 
private school In his native Odessa. In 1907 he became the editorial 
cartoonist and later the art director of Odesskaia Novosti, one of the!
city's leading newspapers, and he continued In these positions until 
1917. He then took part in the Russian Revolution and published 
sketches depicting scenes of the revolution.!
In 1922 Birchansky left the Soviet Union for western Europe and later 
came to the United States, finally settling in New York. There he 
freelanced cartoons and illustrations, also illustrating books in Russian 
by his fellow émigrés. He worked for 12 years (1931–43) in the art 
department of the New York News. ln1943 he moved to Miami, where he 
worked for various local publications as a cartoonist and illustrator. He 
died in Miami on March 8, 1949.!
Leo Blrchansky was a noted political cartoonist in his native Russia, but 
his style of cartooning never found favor in the United States. His career 
spanned two continents and two vastly different political systems, and 
this fact makes his contribution worthy of acknowledgment.!
M.H.!


