A Brief [but growing] Early History of the 420 Lincoln Road Building

* 420 Lincoln Road was built in 1941-42 in two phases on the site of Carl Fisher’s 1920 Lincoln Hotel.

» The building was designed by architect, Albert Anis.

+ The building was designed with 60,000 square feet of office space, a theater on the first floor (the
Beach Theater) and road-front retail.

« The building was developed by Moses Ginsberg, a New York steamship operator, as the largest
single construction project in Miami Beach since the crash of 1926.

* The original name was the Lincoln-Washington Building. This changed in 1940 with the
announcement of the Mercantile Bank of Miami Beach as the first and largest tenant.

* In 1945, Russian-born artist Leo Birchansky (1887—1949) painted a series of murals in the 420
Lincoln Road lobby detailing the American experience. Birchansky worked as a political cartoonist in
Russia before fleeing to New York City in 1922 where he worked with the New York Daily News. He
moved with his wife (also Russian-born) to Miami in 1943. He lived at 6950 Byron Avenue on Miami
Beach and had an important solo show of his work at the Miami Woman’s Club in 1944.

« The building hosted numerous Jewish business and organizations, specializing in professional
doctors, lawyers, dentists, real estate agents, and architects. In 1955, for example, the building
hosted the offices of Seymour Gelber, The Greater Miami Jewish Federation, Kohen, Granat &
Frank (Helen Kohen’s father-in-law), and architect Norman M. Giller in the penthouse.

* In 1955 ground floor tenants included Woolworths, Beck’s Shoes, Marsha Kay Gifts, Sandra Post’s
Women'’s Clothing, and Todd & Todd, Inc., Men’s Clothing.



Carl Fisher’s Lincoln Hotel on the
site of 420 Lincoln Road

Miami News

May 12, 1940
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Rendering of 420 Lincoln Road by
architect Albert Anis.

Miami News

May 12, 1940
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Razing Of Lincoln Hotel, Beach Landmark, Begun
As Largest Single Development Since Boom Nears

*x kX X
With the wrecking of the old
Lincoln hotel under way, a Mi-

ami Beach landmark is soon to
disappear. However, in its place
the largest single development
in Miami Beach since the boom
days of 1925-26 will soon be
started.

Moses Ginsberg, New York
steamship operator, is investing
$1,250.000 in & combination store
and office building. The building
will have a frontage of 323 feet
on Lincoln road and a depth of
171 feet on Washington and
Drexel aves. The structure, which
will be called the Lincoln-Wash-
ington building, will be & com-
munity in itself.

Ginsberg has selected the firm
of Oscar E. Dooly, jr., of Miami;
S. J. Halperin, Inc., of Miami
Beach, and A. O. Birn of New
York city as exclusive agents for
the property. Myron S. Green-
tree, associate of Oscar E. Dooly,

jr., is actively in charge of leas- |

ing negotiations,

Announcement is to be made -

within the next two weelks re-
garding the tenant for the Lin-
coln-Washington corner, and also
for the 60 feet adjoining the
corner,

At present there is a lack of
one commercial block in which
all types of better merchandise
may be purchased, and with this
in view the selection of the

ground floor tenants has been '

carefully planned, agents say.
All stores will remain open dur-
ing the entire year, a feature
being made a part of every lease.
The stores will also conform with
Lincoln Road association rules.
Albert Anis, architect, is in
complete charge of plans. The
architecture is a simple straight-

forward expression of its func-

tion. It purposely avoids the

obvious cliches, but depends
rather on form and material for
a rich, dignified building. The
shop fronts will be of extended
aluminum with lustrous black
granite facing above and below
the plate glass. Above the shops,
on the office floors, the facing
will be natural quarry keystone.
All windows and spandrels are of
special design aluminum.

Announcement of 420
Lincoln. Requiring that
stores stay open year-
round.

Miami News

May 12, 1940

The entrance to the building
will be on the symmetrical axis,
leading to a spacious lobby, from
which the escalator to the bank
floor, and two high-speed ele-
vators to six office floors, are
situated. Sixty thousand square
feet of office space, modernly
equipped with air conditioning
and fluorescent illumination, will
be devoted to professional as well
as commercial lessees.

A vast area of vacant space
has been reserved for parking
facilities in the rear, with direct
access to the building.

The structure will be triple A
fireproof construction through-
out, embodying the finest and
most modern materials.

The construction contract has
been awarded to J. Y. Gooch Co.,
Inc. Richard A. Belsham will be
structural engineer, and Maurice
H. Connell mechanical engineer.




Building Permit, 7/25/1940
420 Lincoln Road
Source: Ruskinarc.com

Q,*,Jmmm Mailmg Address

Permit No 18280 - a21 plane Cost g soo,ooo:

& -
e J,Q : Block 53 Subdivisen PINE RIDGZ Address 400 to 450 Liscoln Bosd
Y v -* sagral Contractor J. Y. Goock Company Bond No. 2417 >
%3 Anhlhd Albert Jals Engineer R.A. Belakan & W.3. Osaneil . um
Zoning Regulstions: Use B-AA Area 19 Lat Size v
Building Seze: Froat 323 Depeh 172° Height 103 Shno & p/yxf
‘ Cerificate of Occupancy No. Use 10 smua 'y orrrv: WILLING Theéatre-
| i I'ype of Construction Fireproof Foundation 3preat Foot  Rodt dF1at Dute June 2;‘;95-(
! -
T Plsbing Contractor ¢ 13917 &) exander Orr, Ir Sewer Coaneetion 2, Dute pug. 15,195
Temporary Clonet
Plumbing Contractor  # 15075 Alexander Grr, Jr. W Dute Sept. 11,1940
Water Closets 55 Bath Tubs Floor Deains 35
Lavatories 53 Showers 57 Gresse Traps
Gas Seoves 17, Gas l{ﬂu-?- Rough Approved® 50 <07 Bell Date 12/2/195%0
Gas Ilhdlmu Gas Ture'On Approved for Woolworth's 77 Bell 12/2/40
Septic Tank Contractor |\ Tank Sexe Mate
il Burmer Contracter i Tank Stze Date

Sprinkler System § 1'&52! ‘Fixsit Systes: B:ACE TEEATRL M4 Sorinkler Hesde, Novenber 12, 19%0

I'J«twd um a7 15651 Jeo. LaVigne Address Date Sept, 6,19%
-oun.nrrs m:i lgg; m_rm “l 2{‘29. Fans Tempors Wﬂvﬁﬁ £/ /15%0
‘ Receptacles 629, Space Conters of Distributs 74
\n'; p Relrigeratars
. Ireas Sign Outlets
N No. FIXTURES A7 Electrical Contractor Dute
FINAL APPROVED BY Duate of Service
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Moses Ginsberg|

To Be Honored

A testimonial breakfast honor-|{

ing Moses Ginsherg, president of
the Lincoln Tower corp., 420
Lincoln rd., will bhe sponsored
Sunday by the Greater Miami
Jewish federation.

The breakfast is to honor Gins-
bherg for making available offices
lof the federation in the Tower
bldg. for 10 years.

LA

Joseph Stein, chairman of the
breakfast committee, in an-
nouncing the testimonial affair,
said:
| “The entire Jewish community
{of Greater Miami is privileged
in having in its midst a man of
the caliber of Ginsherg. Know-
{ing the place which he occupies
1in the hearts of his fellow citi-
{#%ens, we know that a legion of
his friends want to pay due hon-
{or to this warm-hearted and de-

votéd worker for every good and
|worthy cause.”

* Kk W
1 Ginsberg tore up a 10-year
lease which would have cost the
federatibn a total of $75,000. He
recently gave the federation a
.[new 10-year lease for the mez-
zanine floor at $1 a year.

Moses Ginsberg gives 10-year
lease to Greater Miami Jewish
Federation for a $1

Miami News

March 23, 1948
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420 Lincoln Road Tenants

1955
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Exhibit Extended

The current exhibition of '

the 30 oil paintings and seven
water colors of Leo Birchan-
sky, 6950 Byron ave., Miami
Beach, which is being held at
"the Miami Woman'’s club
building, has been extended to
‘Wednesday, Jan, 26, Present-
ed by Mrs. Myrtle Taylor
Bradford, state art director,
the one-man show is called the
“Ally Exhibit” and is the first
of the 1944 exhibits to bhe held
at the club building, Mr.
Birchansky is noted for his
murals of the Russian revolu-
tion.

Leo Birchansky Exhibition
“Ally Exhibit,” 1944

Miami News

January 16, 1944



Leo Birchansky
Obituary
New York Times

LEO BIRCHANSKY March 10, 1949
New York Times (1923-Current file); Mar 10, 1949;

ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The New York Times (1851-2009)

pg. 27

LEO BIRCHANSKY

MIAMI, Fla.,, March 9 (B)—Leo
Birchansky, 62-year-old Russian-
‘born artist, died today of a heart
attack at his home. For ten years
'he was political cartoonist and art
director for Odesskia Novosti, a
South Russian newspaper. He fled
to the TUnited States in 1922,
worked in the art department of
The New TYork Daily News for
twelve years and came to Miami,
six years ago. Best known of his
works was a series of canvases of
the Russian revolution.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



Leo Birchansky Biography in:

Maurice Horn (editor), The World
Encyclopedia of Cartoons, Chelsea House
Publishers, 1980.

BIRCHANSKY, LEO (1887-1949) Russian-American cartoonist

born in Odessa, Russia, in 1887. Lev (Leo) Birchansky studied art at a
private school In his native Odessa. In 1907 he became the editorial
cartoonist and later the art director of Odesskaia Novosti, one of the
city's leading newspapers, and he continued In these positions until
1917. He then took part in the Russian Revolution and published
sketches depicting scenes of the revolution.

In 1922 Birchansky left the Soviet Union for western Europe and later
came to the United States, finally settling in New York. There he
freelanced cartoons and illustrations, also illustrating books in Russian
by his fellow émigrés. He worked for 12 years (1931-43) in the art
department of the New York News. In1943 he moved to Miami, where he
worked for various local publications as a cartoonist and illustrator. He
died in Miami on March 8, 1949.

Leo Blrchansky was a noted political cartoonist in his native Russia, but
his style of cartooning never found favor in the United States. His career
spanned two continents and two vastly different political systems, and
this fact makes his contribution worthy of acknowledgment.

M.H.



