
 



 

 

Dear Undergraduate Students, 
 
Welcome to a new academic year at the Wertheim School of Music at Florida International University! Whether you are just 
beginning your musical journey or continuing to build upon your foundation, we are delighted to have you as part of our vibrant 
and diverse artistic community. This is a place where your talents will be nurtured, your intellect challenged, and your creativity 
ignited. The coming year holds many opportunities—for performance, scholarship, leadership, and growth—and we are 
committed to supporting you every step of the way. 
 
As a student, you are not only representing yourself but also the Wertheim School of Music and Florida International University. 
Your actions and conduct both on and off campus reflect the integrity and reputation of our entire community. This handbook is 
designed to guide you through our policies, expectations, and resources to ensure your success as a musician and as a member of 
our academic family. 
 
We are proud to be an All-Steinway School, a designation that reflects our commitment to providing world-class instruments 
and facilities for your education. With this privilege comes the responsibility to care for our instruments, spaces, and resources, 
preserving them for generations of musicians to come. 
 
Every student plays a role in sustaining the professional standards of the Wertheim School of Music. 

• Care for our facilities and equipment is a reflection of our collective respect for the art form and for each other. 
• Following policies ensures safety, fairness, and equitable access for all. 
• Professional behavior today prepares you for success in your career tomorrow. 

By enrolling in the Wertheim School of Music, you agree to uphold these standards and represent FIU with honor and integrity. 
 
We look forward to supporting you on your journey as you develop your skills, deepen your artistry, and prepare for a 
meaningful career in music. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Karen S. Veloz, Ph.D. 
Director, Wertheim School of Music & Performing Arts 
Florida International University 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Mission Statement 
To prepare its students for diverse careers as performers, educators, composers, and scholars in the pursuit of interdisciplinary 
global knowledge, the cultivation of imagination, and artistic expression. 
 
Vision 
To emphasize comprehensive musicianship, critical thinking, entrepreneurship, and integrated technology, our distinguished 
artist-faculty provides an outstanding professional musical education in one of the world’s most vibrant cities. 
 
Music Professionalism: Standards and Expectations 
As a student musician, you are entering a field that demands not only technical mastery but also the highest levels of personal 
and professional conduct. Your behavior, work ethic, and interactions directly influence your future career opportunities and the 
reputation of our program. 
 
Professional Conduct 

• Arrive on time and fully prepared for all classes, rehearsals, and performances. 
• Treat faculty, staff, fellow students, and guest artists with courtesy and respect. 
• Follow established ensemble protocols, rehearsal etiquette, and performance dress codes. 
• Maintain a professional presence on social media, recognizing that you represent FIU and the Wertheim School of 

Music in all public interactions. 
 
Student Code of Conduct 
Students are expected to uphold both the standards of the Wertheim School of Music and the policies of Florida International 
University. This includes adherence to the FIU Student Code of Conduct and the State University System of Florida (SUS) 
guidelines. 
 
Key Principles 

1. Academic Integrity 
o Cheating, plagiarism, falsification of documents, or misrepresentation of work are strictly prohibited. 
o Practice logs, performance records, and other documentation must be accurate and truthful. 

2. Respect for Facilities and Equipment 
o School-owned instruments, technology, and spaces are valuable shared resources. 
o Students must treat all equipment with care and may not remove instruments or equipment from campus without 

prior written authorization. 
o Food, beverages, or inappropriate use of spaces are not permitted in performance areas, classrooms, or practice 

rooms. 
o Access to rooms and spaces is managed through FIU swipe card systems; unauthorized access is a violation of 

policy. 
3. Reservations and Space Usage 

o All practice rooms, rehearsal spaces, and performance venues must be reserved through the designated FIU 
scheduling system. 

o Students may not use any room without an active reservation. 
o Doors should never be propped open or left unlocked due to the presence of high-value equipment. 

4. Posting of Flyers and Announcements 
o FIU maintains strict policies regarding the posting of flyers and promotional materials. 
o Flyers may only be posted on designated bulletin boards and/or digital platforms within The Wertheim facility 
o Posting of flyers on walls is not permitted 
o All postings must comply with FIU and SUS policies: FIU Posting Policy and FIU Posting Procedure F.S. 

175.115 
o All flyers posted in the Wertheim School of Music & Performing Arts must be approved by the Music Office 

through the Academic & Student Support Coordinator. You will receive a stamp of approval and that stamp 
must appear on all flyers posted or the flyer will be removed. 

https://policies.fiu.edu/files/67.pdf
https://policies.fiu.edu/download/578d8b6f1840c7756230eeab6348d380
https://policies.fiu.edu/download/578d8b6f1840c7756230eeab6348d380


o Unauthorized postings will be removed, and repeated violations may result in disciplinary action. 
o Active Distriobution of Flyers 

• Only FIU entities may pass out flyers or advertising materials on campus.  
• Active distribution shall not occur within 30 feet of any entrance or exit way of the WPAC.  
• Do not force materials on anyone who passed by.  
• If the item you are distributing are littering the campus, please clean them up!  
• Any item distributed must contain the name and contact information of the FIU sponsoring organization, 

department, School of authorized student organization. 
o Posting of Flyers 

• Only FIU music students, FIU entities or departments, or authorized resident student organizations or 
fraternities may post flyers of materials on the indoor boards of the WPAC.  

• All materials on bulletin boards may not exceed 81/2 x 11 in size.  
• Only one flyer per board of the same kind for the same event may be posted at any time.  
• Do not place flyers on top of others.  
• The FIU Wertheim School of Music logo and/or SGA logo must appear on your flyer if authorized and 

funded by FIU Wertheim School of Music or SGA office of student affairs. 
 
Commitment to Care for Shared Resources 
As an All-Steinway School, we are entrusted with world-class instruments that require ongoing care and maintenance. By using 
these resources responsibly, you ensure that they remain in excellent condition for future generations. 

• Steinway pianos and other school-owned instruments must never be moved or adjusted without permission. 
• Report any damage or maintenance needs immediately to faculty or staff. 
• Do not attempt to repair instruments or equipment on your own. 
• Practice rooms are to be used only for music study and may not be used for personal storage or unrelated activities. 

 
Professionalism Beyond the Classroom 
The habits you develop during your time here will shape your career. Professional musicians are expected to: 

• Demonstrate reliability and accountability in all commitments. 
• Communicate clearly and respectfully with colleagues and mentors. 
• Manage time effectively to balance practice, coursework, rehearsals, and performances. 
• Represent the university with integrity at off-campus performances, festivals, and competitions. 

 
Performance Dress Code 
Proper attire is an essential part of musical professionalism. Your presentation on stage reflects not only your personal artistry 
but also the reputation of the Wertheim School of Music and Florida International University. These standards ensure 
uniformity, respect for the art form, and a professional appearance in all public performances. 
 
General Guidelines 

• Clothing must be clean, pressed, and in good condition. 
• Shoes should be polished and appropriate for concert performance (no sneakers, flip-flops, or casual sandals). 
• Jewelry should be minimal and never distracting to the performance. 
• Strong scents, perfumes, or colognes should be avoided out of respect for colleagues and audience members. 
• Hair should be neatly styled and away from the face. 

 
Standard Concert Attire 
(Unless otherwise specified by the ensemble director or faculty member) 

1. Women 
o Black dress, floor-length skirt, or dress pants. 
o Black blouse or top with modest neckline and sleeves. 
o Closed-toe black dress shoes. 

2. Men 
o Black tuxedo, black suit, or black dress pants with a black dress shirt. 
o Black dress shoes and black socks. 
o Ties or bow ties may be required depending on ensemble. 

3. Jazz Ensembles or Specialized Performances 



o Directors may approve variations, such as all black with accent colors. 
o Students must follow specific ensemble instructions communicated before the concert. 

Note: Students not in compliance with the dress code may not be permitted to perform and may receive a lowered grade or 
disciplinary action. 
 
Recital Attendance Requirements 
Attendance at recitals and concerts is a critical component of your musical education. Live performance is the cornerstone of 
learning to be a musician, and experiencing a wide variety of performances is essential for growth. 
Expectations 

• All music majors must attend a minimum number of approved recitals and concerts each semester as determined by the 
faculty and posted in the official schedule. 

• Attendance will be tracked digitally through the university’s recital attendance system. 
• Students must scan in and scan out to receive credit for attendance. 
• Only FIU-sponsored or approved events will count toward this requirement. 

Guidelines for Students 
• Arrive at least 15 minutes before the performance begins and/or when designated by the house manager and music staff 

or syllabus requirements. 
• Dress appropriately (business casual or better). 
• Silence all cell phones and electronic devices. 
• Remain for the entire performance, early departure results in no credit. 
• Refrain from talking, texting, or disruptive behavior during performances. 

Consequences of Non-Compliance 
• Students failing to meet recital attendance requirements may have their applied lesson grades lowered. 
• Graduation may be delayed if recital attendance requirements are incomplete. 

Note: Recital attendance policies are designed to support your growth and prepare you for the expectations of a professional 
career in music. 
 
Student Travel Policies 
As part of your education, you may have the opportunity to travel with FIU ensembles, faculty, or on your own to festivals, 
conferences, or competitions. Travel experiences enhance your education, but they come with important responsibilities. 
Authorization to Travel 

• All university-sponsored travel must be approved by faculty and the Wertheim School of Music office prior to departure. 
• Students may not represent FIU or the Wertheim School of Music without prior authorization. 
• Travel forms must be completed and submitted by the published deadline. 

Travel Conduct 
• Students traveling as part of an ensemble or on behalf of the school are ambassadors of FIU. 
• Professional behavior is required at all times, including during transportation, meals, and free time. 
• Follow the instructions of faculty or designated trip leaders without exception. 
• Curfews or check-in requirements may be implemented for safety reasons and must be followed. 
• Student travel as a Wertheim School of Music activity or study abroad is a priviledge 

Financial Responsibilities 
• FIU may subsidize some costs for official travel, but students are often responsible for a portion of expenses. 
• Any fundraising or scholarship assistance will be communicated in advance. 
• Receipts for reimbursable expenses must be submitted according to university policy. 

Instrument Care During Travel 
• Students are responsible for the safe handling of their personal instruments. 
• School-owned instruments must have proper cases and be checked out through the official process prior to travel. 
• Damages due to negligence during travel may result in financial liability for the student. 

 
Health, Safety, and Wellness 
Your physical and mental well-being are vital to your success as a musician and a student. The Wertheim School of Music 
encourages students to practice safe habits and take advantage of resources provided by FIU. 
Hearing Protection 

• Students are encouraged to use ear protection during rehearsals, performances, and practice, especially for high-volume 
instruments such as percussion, brass, and amplified music. 

 



Instrument Ergonomics 
• Faculty can provide guidance on posture and technique to prevent repetitive strain injuries. 
• Students experiencing pain or discomfort should seek assistance immediately rather than continuing to practice through 

injury. 
Mental Health Resources 

• FIU Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) provides confidential support. 
• Contact CAPS at CAPS Website or by calling 305-348-2277. 

 
Commitment to Shared Responsibility 
Every student plays a role in sustaining the professional standards of the Wertheim School of Music. 

• Care for our facilities and equipment is a reflection of our collective respect for the art form and for each other. 
• Following policies ensures safety, fairness, and equitable access for all. 
• Professional behavior today prepares you for success in your career tomorrow. 

By enrolling in the Wertheim School of Music, you agree to uphold these standards and represent FIU with honor and integrity. 
 
General Information 
FIU has soared into the Top 50 best public universities and Top 100 best national universities, which include both private and 
public institutions, according to the latest rankings published by U.S. News & World Report. 
Over the past 10 years, FIU has risen faster than any other institution in the U.S. News university rankings, advancing 84 spots 
in public rankings and 120 spots overall, taking its place among America’s leading public universities 
 
The information in this handbook is provided to inform students of the policies and procedures set forth by the FIU School of 
Music faculty. Students should additionally familiarize themselves with the other publications provided by the University, 
particularly the FIU Student Handbook http://www.fiu.edu/student.htm and the FIU Undergraduate http://registrar.fiu.edu While 
the School of Music Undergraduate Handbook endeavors to be up-to-date, it does not supersede the requirements and 
regulations laid out in the FIU Student Handbook and the University Catalogue. 
 
Preeminence 
FIU is a Preeminent State Research University, a prestigious designation established in 2013 by the Florida Board of Governors 
to recognize universities excelling in student success, research and national rankings. 
FIU is the youngest of four institutions to achieve preeminent status, the result of university-wide efforts to enrich classroom 
instruction and support world-class researchers. 
 
Facilities 
In Fall of 1996, the School of Music moved into a $14.5 million performing arts building at the southeast corner of the property 
adjacent to the Miami-Dade County Fairgrounds. The facility houses a 600-seat concert hall and a 150-seat recital hall, as well 
as rehearsal halls, faculty offices, a computer music studio, a recording studio, practice rooms, and a rotunda-capped atrium that 
serves as the entrance to both the music and theater wings. Our facilities include the DM (Deuxième Maison) 100 recital and 
lecture hall, a Piano Lab in DM 160 with sixteen new electric pianos, a computer lab in the Green Library, and an opera studio 
with additional offices. Lockers are available for instrument storage in the Wertheim building. Please complete the Music 
Locker Rental Application to reserve a music locker at The Wertheim. 
 
 
Using This Student Handbook 
In the following pages, you will find the Wertheim School of Music Student Handbook, a comprehensive resource to guide you 
throughout your academic journey. This handbook is designed to help you navigate every stage of your studies, from your first 
semester through graduation. Your professors and area coordinators are your primary points of contact for academic and artistic 
guidance, while the Academic and Student Support Coordinator is available to assist you with practical needs such as locker 
assignments, recital scheduling, and information on faculty availability. While we encourage interdisciplinary study and 
collaboration across programs, all facility use and class time must ultimately serve the collective benefit of the student body and 
support your growth as a musician and scholar. 
 
The sections that follow are organized to provide you with clear information and resources. They begin with contact information 
for area coordinators and support staff, followed by the Code of Professional Conduct, policies specific to the Wertheim School 
of Music and to FIU, and detailed academic course information, including ensemble and jury requirements. You will also find 
scholarship guidelines (if applicable), minimum academic grade standards, and the procedures you must follow to maintain your 

http://www.fiu.edu/student.htm
http://registrar.fiu.edu/
https://www.fiu.edu/lp/preeminence/?utm_medium=fiuedu&utm_campaign=preeminence


standing as a music major. The handbook concludes with graduation procedures and a comprehensive overview of each 
Bachelor of Music degree program, including full course listings, degree maps for two- and four-year plans, and recommended 
sequences to help you successfully complete your program on time. 



Contact Information – Area Coordinators, Directors, and Advisors 
 

Area Supervisor  Email and Phone Number  Office Loca:on  

Director, School of Music  

Dr. Karen Veloz  

  

velozk@fiu.edu | 305-348-2896  

  

 WPAC 142  

Area Coordinator, Composi:on  

Composer in Residence  

Dr. Orlando Jacinto Garcia  

  

garciao@fiu.edu | 305-535-2617  

  

BBC AC 234  

Area Coordinator,   

Winds, Brass, & Percussion 

Prof. Omar Lateef 

(Fall 2025: Dr. Brenton Alston & Dr. Colin 
Williams) 

  

wbutler@fiu.edu | 305-348-2896 

  

WPAC 143A 

Director of Choral Ac:vi:es  

Choral Conduc:ng  

Dr. Erynn Millard  

  

emillard@fiu.edu | 305-348-3359  

  

WPAC 144A  

FIU Symphony Orchestra  

Dr. Javier José Mendoza  

  

javmendo@fiu.edu | 305-348-3360  

  

WPAC 143B  

FIU Wind Ensemble  

Instrumental Conduc:ng  

Dr. Brenton F. Alston  

  

bralston@fiu.edu | 305-348-2497  

  

WPAC 143B  

Area Coordinator   

Jazz Performance  

Dr. Jamie Ousley 

(Fall 2025: Dr. Michael Eckroth) 

  

lousley@fiu.edu | 305-348-1854 

  

WPAC 145A  

Area Coordinator(s)  

Music Educa:on  

Dr. Sandra Adorno, undergraduate 

Dr Patrick Cooper, graduate 

  

sadorno@fiu.edu | 305-348-2896 

pcooper@fiu.edu  305-348-2896 

  

WPAC 1  

Area Coordinator 

Music Technology 

Dr. Jacob Sudol  

  

jsudol@fiu.edu | 305-348-0109  

  

BBC- AC2-235B 

Guitar Studio 

Dr. Mesut Özgen  

  

mozgen@fiu.edu | 305-348-7646  

  

WPAC 156A  

http://wbutler@fiu.edu
mailto:pcooper@fiu.edu


Area Coordinator   

Keyboard Performance  

Dr. José Raul López  

  

lopezjr@fiu.edu | 305-348-3697  

  

WPAC 147C  

Area Coordinator  

String Performance  

Prof. Avi Nagin  

  

anagin@fiu.edu | 305-348-2896  

  

WPAC 143A  

Area Coordinator   

Vocal Performance  

Dr. Vindhya Devi Khare  

  

vkhare@fiu.edu | 305-348-4915  

  

WPAC 146A  

Graduate Program Director  

Area Coordinator, Music Theory   

Dr. Joel Galand  

  

galandj@fiu.edu | 305-348-7078  

  

WPAC 146C  

Musicology, Music History   

Dr. David Dolata  

  

dolatad@fiu.edu | 305-348-2076  

  

WPAC 146B 

Music Therapy Program Director 

Linda Lathroum 

 

llathrou@fiu.edu | 305-348-2896 

  

WPAC 142 

Musical Theatre 

Professor Vincent Connor 

kconnor@fiu.edu | 305-348-2896 WPAC 144B 

Undergraduate Academic Advisor  

TBD  

music@fiu.edu | (305) 348-2896 Go see your Area Coordinator 

(listed above) 

 

Applied Placement Level 

Applied Music refers to private instruction on a student’s primary instrument or voice. Students are expected to remain enrolled 
in applied lessons each Fall and Spring semester until all degree requirements in applied music have been fulfilled. Each time a 
student registers for applied lessons, they must also be registered for two music ensembles. Ensemble placement is determined 
by placement auditions and assigned by the appropriate area coordinator in consultation with area faculty. 
 

• Major Applied: For music majors accepted into a BM- Performance program. 
• Principal Applied: For music majors pursuing any other music degree excluding a BM in Music Performance. 

 
Example: 
BM- Performance Majors - Trumpet 

• MVB 1411,  2421 , 3431, 4441  
 
BM – Music Business/ Music Education/ Music Composition -Principal Trumpet 

• MVB 1311, 2321, 3331, 4341 
 

mailto:llathrou@fiu.edu
mailto:kconnor@fiu.edu
mailto:music@fiu.edu


Prefix – MV – Instrument Category 
 
Applied Music course numbers begin with MV. The third letter refers to your specific instrument category as follows: 

• MVB –Brass 
• MVJ –Jazz 
• MVK – Keyboard 
• MVP - Percussion 
• MVS - Strings 
• MVV - Voice 
• MVW - Woodwinds 

 
First Numerical Digit – Determines Level of Study 
 
The first numerical digit refers to your level of study. 
1 = Freshman 
2= Sophomore 
3= Junior 
4= Senior 
5 = Graduate 
 
Second Numerical Digit – Determines Placement Level of Applied 
2 = Secondary 
3 = Principal 
4 = Performance 
 
Third Numerical Digit – Same as First Digit 
 
The third digit is always the same as the first digit. 
 
Fourth Numerical Digit – Determines Instrument Category 
The fourth numerical digit indicates your instrument. 
 

Brass Jazz Keyboard Percussion 
MVB MVJ MVK MVP 
1 = Trumpet 
2 = French Horn 
3 = Trombone 
4 = Euphonium 
5 = Tuba 

0 = Piano 
1 = Voice 
2 = Violin 
3 = Guitar 
4 = Double Bass 
5 = Flute 
6 = Saxophone 
7 = Trumpet 
8 = Trombone 
9 = Percussion 

1 = Piano 
2 = Harpsichord 
3 = Organ 
 

1 = Percussion 

 
Strings Voice Woodwinds 
MVS MVV MVW 
1 = Violin 
2 = Viola 
3 = Cello 
4 = Double Bass 
5 = Harp 
6 = Guitar 

1 = Voice 
2 = Musical Theatre 

1 = Flute 
2 = Oboe 
3 = Clarinet 
4 = Bassoon 
5 = Saxophone 

 



Applied Lessons, Chamber Music, Opera Workshop, and Ensembles 
Most applied courses are available at several levels. For example, Orchestra appears in the Catalogue as MUN 1210, MUN 
4213, and 5215. Chamber Music appears as MUN 1460, MUN 3463, and MUN 5465. Major Applied Violin appears as MVS 
1411, MVS 2421, MVS 3431, MVS 4441, and MVS 5451.  
 
Here are the guidelines you and your instructor follow in choosing the appropriate course: 

• 1XXX and 2XXX level courses are for Lower-Division students. If a course is available at both a 1XXX and a 2XXX 
level, sign up for the 1XXX course during your first year of Lower Division (freshman year) and the 2XXX course 
during your second year of Lower Division (sophomore year) 

• Courses with only one Lower-Division number. Register for that level every semester you are a Lower-Division student. 
• 3XXX and 4XXX level courses are for Upper-Division students. If a course is available in both a 3XXX and a 4XXX 

level, sign up for the 3XXX course during your first year of Upper Division (junior year) and the 4XXX course your 
second year of Upper Division (senior year)  

• Courses with only one Upper-Division number. Register for that level every semester you are an Upper-Division 
student. 

• 5XXX level course numbers are for master’s students. 
 
Juries 
All students enrolled in Applied Lessons will be expected to perform in a jury at the end of each semester. The jury consists of 
performing repertoire assigned by the applied instructor. Other requirements may include scales, studies, sight-reading, and 
sight-singing in accordance with the requirements for each instrument. Juries will be before a committee consisting of faculty 
members from the instrument. The jury grade represents 25% of the semester grade. Absence from the jury will result in a grade 
reduction of two letters in Applied Music (i.e., an “A” becomes a “C”). 
 

• Note: The minimum passing grade for a jury is a B. The grade of B- is lower than a B. Students who do not meet the 
minimum B requirement will be placed on probation. 

 
Membership in Ensembles 
While enrolled in Applied Lessons, students must hold membership in one or more ensembles as assigned by the Area 
Coordinator based on the schoolwide placement auditions held every semester or beginning of the academic year. Different areas 
will have different ensemble requirements. 

• Students should familiarize themselves with the grading and attendance policies of each individual ensemble. Students 
with School of Music scholarships may be required to participate in additional ensembles as determined by the faculty. 

• Absent/Tardiness Policy: Applied Lessons and Ensembles 
• Absences must be approved by the instructor. Tardiness is unacceptable. A lowering of the student’s grade will occur in 

accordance with the instructor’s policy. 
 
Lower Division Theory 
The music theory placement test determines the level of theory class to start with when beginning studies at the FIU School of 
Music. Upon passing Fundamentals of Music, MUT 1001, students may register for Theory I/Sight Singing I. Dr. Joel Galand, 
or the Undergraduate Academic Advisor will enter your permission code in Panthersoft to grant you access to register. 
 
An alternative to passing Fundamentals of Music would be to show evidence of earning a 3 or better on the AP Music Theory 
Exam. 
 
Once the level is determined as to where to begin the theory sequence, the courses must be completed in the prescribed order. 
Students may not advance in the sequence unless they satisfactorily complete the necessary pre-requisite course with a grade of 
C or higher. 
 
Sight singing courses are labs that begin and continue in tandem with the corresponding music theory classes. Sight Singing, I 
should be taken the same semester as Theory I, Sight Singing II the same semester as Theory II, etc. Students may not advance 
in the sight singing sequence until they have achieved a C or higher in both the current sight singing course and the 
corresponding theory course. 
 



Note: Diagnostic placement tests are for incoming students only. They are not used to help a student test out of a course for 
which they have already received a failing grade of D or lower at FIU in a previous semester, nor are they used to skip portions 
of a sequence already in progress. 
 
Upper Division Theory 
 
Admittance into Junior/Senior level theory is contingent upon satisfactorily completing all four semesters of 
Freshman/Sophomore Theory and Sight Singing with a grade of C or higher before enrolling in Counterpoint, Form and 
Analysis, or Orchestration. Transfer students are required to pass theory and ear-training diagnostic exams before enrolling in 
any of the Junior/Senior level theory or history courses. In some cases, remedial work may be required in one or more of these 
areas. 
 
Piano Proficiency Test 
All non-jazz majors’ students are required to pass a piano proficiency test after completing all four semesters of the Class Piano 
sequence (MVK 1111L, 1112L, 2121L, and 2122L). The proficiency test is given as a final exam in Class Piano IV. For more 
information contact Dr. José López at lopezjr@fiu.edu.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:lopezjr@fiu.edu


Recital attendance 
Recital Attendance (MUS 1010 or MUS 3040) is required of all music majors enrolled in Applied Music Lessons. It is a "0" 
credit class with a Pass/Fail grade option. Music minors are not required to enroll in Recital Attendance. 
 
The Recital Attendance professor will provide you with all course requirements. You will meet with the professor at least 4 and 
could be up to 8 times throughout the semester to successfully pass the course. 
To pass the Recital Attendance Class: 

• Attend all the forums in your instrument area. 
• Attend all Departmental Recitals 
• Attend a specific number of FIU School of Music events (concerts, recitals, and master classes) where the student is not 

a participant.  
 
Forums 
All undergraduate students are required to attend their area forums. Forums provide the opportunity for all applied students to 
perform for their area faculty and peers, develop their performance skills, and receive constructive evaluation. Students who 
demonstrate a high level of accomplishment may be selected to perform at the School of Music Departmental Recitals. Forum 
schedules will be distributed by the respective Area Coordinator at the beginning of each semester. All music majors are 
required to attend each of their area forums. 
 
Departmental Recital 
The Departmental Recital provides the opportunity for each area in the School of Music to showcase student performances of 
excellence. It is considered an honor to be selected to represent your area at the Departmental Recital. This is considered an 
important part of your music education and an extension of applied lessons. 
 
Departmental Recitals take place twice a semester, on Thursday at 3:30 pm in the Wertheim Concert Hall. All students are 
required to attend, and it is also part of the Recital Attendance grade. Exact dates are posted each semester. All scholarships 
students must attend as part of the scholarships requirements as well, any requirement not met as a scholarship student could 
jeopardize the student’s scholarship. 
 

Secondary Ensembles – Music Elective Credits 
Collegium Musicum 
The FIU School of Music Collegium Musicum is an ensemble that provides a forum for FIU students and members of the FIU 
community to study and publicly perform solo and ensemble music composed before 1800 and dances from before 1900. This 
ensemble will be used as a music elective throughout your academic studies and placement will be determined by your area 
coordinator. 
 
Some of Collegium's valuable instruments include the following: 
 
A Carl Fudge transposing Flemish double harpsichord, made possible in part through a generous grant from the Lady Suzanna P. 
Tweed and Carleton Tweed Charitable Foundation 
An archlute, sackbut, crumhorns, and a complete set of bows for baroque orchestra built by the English maker David Van 
Edwards 
A portative organ 
 
Collegium members learn to apply historically informed performance practice to the vocal and instrumental music of pre-
Romantic eras through the acquisition of a working practical knowledge of musical and performance style characteristics of 
earlier repertoires. In addition, students may also learn to dance some of the popular dance styles of these eras. 
 
For more information contact Dr. David Dolata at dolatad@fiu.edu or Prof. Juvenal Correa- Salas at jcorreas@fiu.edu. 
 
New Music Ensemble 
Founded in Fall 1987, the FIU New Music Ensemble specializes in the performance of contemporary chamber, experimental and 
electronic music with an emphasis in the music of the last 50 years. The ensemble’s instrumentation changes from semester to 
semester allowing for the presentation of a variety of repertoire. Performances include those on campus each semester as well as 
those in the community at galleries, libraries, museums, and other universities/colleges in the region. The ensemble has recently 

mailto:dolatad@fiu.edu
mailto:jcorreas@fiu.edu
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been featured at the Subtropics Music Festival, The Society of Composers National and Regional Conferences, and the National 
Conference of the College Music Society. To date the ensemble has presented music by a variety of composers representing a 
wide range of aesthetics, styles, and media from the US and diverse parts of the world including works written for the ensemble 
as well as works by young and established composers alike. This ensemble will be used as a music elective throughout your 
academic studies and placement will be determined by your area coordinator. 
 
For more information, contact the New Music Director, Jason Calloway, at jason.calloway@fiu.edu. 
 

Scholarships 
Merit-based scholarships offered through the University have deadlines as early as November 1. For more information, visit 
OneStop. 
 
A limited number of FIU Institutional Scholarships are available to current and incoming music majors, based on merit as a 
musical performer. Recipients are reviewed each semester. The University allots Institutional Scholarship funds to individual 
Colleges, whose deans in turn approve awards at the departmental level. Therefore, all recipients of Institutional Scholarships 
must adhere to the following College of Communication, Architecture, and the Arts (CARTA) policies: 
Maintain a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0 
Be registered as full-time students at 12 credits for undergraduate. (Exceptions to the 15- credit rule is made for first-year 
students and when a student’s degree map calls for fewer than 15 credits in each semester, e.g., when completing a teaching 
internship within the B.M. in Music Education. 
In no case may a scholarship student fall below 12 credits, which is the minimum for an undergraduate to be considered full-
time. 
 
In addition to the above requirements, all School of Music Scholarship recipients must: 
 

• Be enrolled in applied lessons each semester the scholarship is offered and a major ensemble as applicable. Exemptions 
may be made for upper-division students in Composition and Music Technology, Music Business, and Undergraduate 
Music Education majors completing their teaching internship. 

• Provide service to the School of Music each semester the scholarship is offered. This could involve your Area 
Coordinator assigning you to an extra ensemble––beyond the number already required by your academic track––or it 
could involve an equivalent amount of some other service, such as participating in outreach programs to area public 
schools or other university services. 

• Earn a minimum applied lesson grade of a B. Students receiving a grade less than B in applied lessons will be put on 
probation. A grade of B- is below the required minimum grade of a B. 

• Make suitable progress towards the degree. Scholarships will not be awarded beyond four years of undergraduate study. 
• Be available to perform for special School of Music events. 
• Be in good standing in the School of Music regarding behavior, dependability, and attendance. 

 
FIU is a public university and has limited scholarship funds. Scholarships are meant to help students complete the basic four-
year B.M. (120 credits) or B.A. (120 credits) curriculum. It is not meant to cover extra elective credits that a student might wish 
to take beyond the number of credits required to complete the degree. Students wishing to enrich their curricular experience with 
additional electives should be prepared to fund these electives independently or with non-school of music financial assistance. 
 
The SOM has limited scholarship funds available.  Students are considered for these funds provided they have a GPA of 3.0 or 
better and can only cover a portion of student expenses.  
 
The FIU Financial Aid Office, OneStop, maintains a list of possible funding resources. Some of these are well-known 
government opportunities, such as Bright Futures or Pell Grants. 
Additionally, every applicant is encouraged to consider funding opportunities directly from the university through the Office of 
Scholarships. Some students with a high GPA and/or class ranking are automatically considered. Students who apply early are 
given priority for merit-based scholarships.  
Some international students may be eligible for out-of-state tuition waivers through the FIU Linkage Institutes and the Latin 
American Caribbean Center. Make note of application deadlines and requirements regarding the Form I-20. 
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Lab and Equipment Fees 
As part of the State University System of Florida, the Wertheim School of Music is authorized to assess lab and equipment fees 
to support the unique educational needs of music students. These fees are established in accordance with Florida Statute F.S. 
1009.24, which allows state universities to charge specific fees for laboratory courses and specialized instruction that require 
consumable materials, maintenance, and ongoing equipment costs. 
 
Purpose of Fees 
These fees directly support the resources and services essential to your education as a musician. Music programs require 
specialized materials and equipment that extend far beyond those of a typical classroom environment. The funds collected are 
not profits but rather are reinvested to ensure that every student has access to the tools and facilities necessary for a high-quality 
learning experience. 
 
What These Fees Cover 
Lab and equipment fees may be used to offset the costs of the following: 

• Music duplicating and printing, including sheet music for ensembles and classes 
• Score rentals and purchases for rehearsals, performances, and academic study 
• Professional memberships and digital subscriptions, such as NAXOS and other music databases 
• Music stands, chairs, and other specialized classroom furniture for performance and instruction 
• Facility and lighting maintenance, including recital halls and rehearsal spaces 
• Musical instruments, including tuning, repairs, and long-term maintenance of school-owned instruments 
• Audio and recording technology to support live performance capture and streaming of concerts 
• Guest artists and master classes to enrich student learning opportunities 

These costs are amortized across the student body, meaning that while you may not see every expense directly, each fee 
contributes to the overall infrastructure that benefits all music majors and minors. This approach ensures that every student has 
equitable access to instruments, facilities, and performance resources. 
 
Accountability and Compliance 
The Wertheim School of Music carefully monitors the allocation of lab and equipment fees to ensure compliance with state 
policies and to maintain transparency in their use. Fee levels are reviewed regularly and adjusted only when necessary to meet 
programmatic needs, always in alignment with State University System guidelines and FIU’s policies. 
By paying these fees, you are directly supporting the sustainability and growth of the music program, enabling current and future 
students to benefit from the high standards of excellence expected of an All-Steinway School and a leading institution for music 
education. 
 
Sample Lab and Equipment Fee Allocation 

Category Approximate 
Allocation Description 

Musical Instruments 25% Tuning, repairs, and maintenance of school-owned instruments, including 
Steinway pianos, percussion equipment, and other specialized instruments. 

Facilities & Lighting 15% Maintenance of concert halls, rehearsal rooms, practice rooms, lighting 
systems, and performance equipment. 

Score Rentals & Purchases 15% Rental or purchase of ensemble scores, sheet music, and study materials for 
classes and performances. 

Digital Subscriptions & 
Memberships 10% NAXOS, academic music libraries, and professional membership fees that 

provide access to essential digital resources. 
Music Stands, Chairs, and 
Specialized Classroom Furniture 10% Replacement and upkeep of music stands, chairs, risers, and other 

performance and instructional equipment. 

Audio/Recording & Technology 10% Live performance recording, livestreaming, and technology upgrades for 
classrooms and performances. 

Guest Artists & Master Classes 10% Hosting visiting artists, clinicians, and master teachers who enhance student 
learning and performance opportunities. 

Contingency & Emergencies 5% Reserved funds for unexpected needs, such as urgent repairs or last-minute 
educational opportunities. 

https://www.flsenate.gov/Laws/Statutes/2016/1009.24
https://www.flsenate.gov/Laws/Statutes/2016/1009.24


Percentages are approximate and may vary slightly each academic year based on programmatic needs and budget priorities. 
Fee levels are reviewed regularly to ensure alignment with Florida Statute F.S. 1009.24 and FIU policies. 
 
How This Benefits You 
By pooling these resources, every student benefits from: 

• Access to world-class instruments and well-maintained facilities. 
• Professional-level performance environments that mirror industry standards. 
• Opportunities to learn directly from renowned guest artists and master teachers. 
• The ability to perform with fully prepared scores, lighting, and recording support. 

This model ensures that the Wertheim School of Music remains a premier destination for music education while staying 
compliant with State University System policies and demonstrating transparency and fiscal stewardship. 
 
Minimum grade for courses required for the major 
Students must earn a grade of C or higher in all courses required for their major. A grade of C- is not acceptable in any required 
course. Individual areas may set higher standards. For example, Composition majors need to earn a minimum grade of B in all 
theory and composition courses. B is also the minimum grade for Applied Lessons on a major instrument and for juries (see 
Probation, Suspension, and Dismissal). Check with your Area Coordinator for any other discipline-specific grade requirements. 
 
Diagnostic placement exams (freshmen and transfers) 
In addition to auditioning for the School of Music, all entering music majors need to take certain diagnostic tests to determine 
the appropriate placement level for academic music courses. First-year students need to take a fundamentals test in music theory. 
Transfer students who have already taken college-level history classes will take placement tests in both theory and music history. 
Only students who have taken music history classes at other universities or colleges have the option of placing out of 
corresponding history courses at FIU. Students who have not taken college-level music history must take undergraduate history 
survey course. 
 
Diagnostic tests must be taken by the week before classes begin, if not sooner – such as on audition days. These placement tests 
are usually offered the week before the first day of class. Consult the Placement Tests webpage for more information. Advanced 
preparation is recommended, as the test is timed. 
 
Fundamentals Theory Placement Test 
All incoming freshman and transfer students who have never taken college-level theory must take this test. This test must be 
passed to place out of MUT 1001 (Fundamentals of Music) and into MUT 1111 (Music Theory I) and MUT 1221 (Sight Singing 
I). 
 
Theory I and Sight Singing I are the initial courses in the 4-semester theory and sight singing sequence required of all 
undergraduate music majors. These courses are not necessarily offered every semester. It is imperative to take the classes in the 
semester you are advised to do so in order to graduate on time.  
 
You are exempt from taking the Fundamental Theory Test if: 
 

• You received a 3 or better on the Music Theory AP Examination 
• You received a C or better in MUT 1001 (Fundamental of Music) at FIU or other SUS institution 

 
Applicants who are not confident in their theory skills are encouraged to prepare prior to matriculation. Here are some suggested 
resources: 
 

• Elements of Music by Joseph Strauss (for music notation) 
• Harmony and Voice Leading by Edward Aldwell and Carl Schachter (chapters 1-5) 

Other online resources affiliated with an accredited college or university. 
 
Applied Music Grading 
Applied music grades are based on the following percentages: 
 

• 75% Weekly lesson grade, assigned by the Applied Instructor. 

https://www.flsenate.gov/Laws/Statutes/2016/1009.24


• 25% Jury grade*- the average of the assigned committee. 
• Forum 

 *Jury grade may include sight reading and/or sight singing. 
 
Grade Appeals – excluding applied music 
Once submitted, end-of-semester grades are final, except for Incomplete and DR grades which default to F at the end of two 
consecutive terms. They are subject to change by the instructor only through a Change of Grade Form to “correct an error in 
computation or transcribing, or where part of the student's work has been unintentionally overlooked" (from the University’s 
Undergraduate Catalogue). 
 
The process starts between you and your professor. Please reach out to your professor of record first, then if you need any 
additional information, please reach out to your area coordinator and then the Wertheim School of Music office only if you need 
additional guidance. 
 
If a student wishes to appeal a grade, the student should follow the procedures outlined below under Grievance Procedures. A 
student can contact the Office of the University Ombudsperson if a dispute remains after all grievance procedures have been 
exhausted. If the appeal process is successful and the student's grade is changed to a C or higher, the student will be allowed to 
advance to the next class. Otherwise, the student must repeat the class to have the grade changed. Students may exercise the 
University’s Grade Forgiveness. 
 
Incomplete grades 
An Incomplete grade (IN) is a temporary symbol given at the instructor's discretion for work not completed because of a serious 
interruption not caused by the student’s negligence. An Incomplete must be made up as quickly as possible, but no later than two 
consecutive terms, including summer term, after the initial taking of the course, or it will automatically default to an F grade. For 
example, if a student earns an IN for the Spring Term 2020, that IN must be changed to a grade by the end of Fall Term 2020. 
There is no extension of the two-term deadline. If an Incomplete earned in a required course has defaulted to an F, then the 
student must repeat the course for a passing grade. Students who have Incomplete grades on their records must remove the 
Incomplete by the end of the fourth week of the term in which they plan to graduate. Failure to do so will result in a cancellation 
of graduation. 
 
In such cases where the course instructor determines that it is appropriate to award a student a grade of “IN” (incomplete), the 
instructor will take the following steps: 

• Note the grade earned by the student to date. 
• Specify the missing work and the percentage of the final grade it represents – missing assignments, exams, etc. 
• Specify the date by which the missing work must be submitted, or an examination made up. 
• Justify awarding the grade of “IN” 
• Once a student has satisfied the missing requirements of the course, the instructor can change the grade in Panthersoft. 

 
Note: Students in danger of earning a failing grade may not ask the instructor to assign an Incomplete and allow them to retake 
the class by re-registering for it. An Incomplete may not be used to avert a failing grade unless approved exceptional 
circumstances are presented. 
 
Probation, Suspension, and Dismissal 
 
Performance majors enrolled in Applied Music Lessons in their major instrument will be placed on a one-semester probation if 
the semester applied grade is B- or lower. 
 
A second grade of B- or lower in that same applied lesson, while the student is on probation, will result in dismissal from the 
School of Music, and the student will not be eligible to enroll in music courses. The student may attempt to audition for 
readmission to the School of Music no sooner than one semester after the dismissal. 
 
For all other music courses, any student receiving a grade of C- or lower in a music course will automatically be placed on 
academic probation. A second grade of C- or lower in the same class will result in automatic dismissal from the School of 
Music, and the student will not be eligible to enroll in music courses. The student may attempt to audition for readmission to the 
School of Music no sooner than one semester after the dismissal. 



 
A student who does not meet the minimum grade requirement for a course must attempt a retake of that course the next time it is 
offered unless the student has taken an official leave of absence. Registered music majors who fail to retake the class as required 
will be deemed to have failed the course again for the purposes of applying probation and dismissal policies. 
 
Students who do not make sufficient progress towards graduation are also subject to dismissal. By the end of the third year at the 
latest, students must complete all the 1000 and 2000-level general music requirements, and history survey (History I–II), and all 
writing and quantitative reasoning courses within the University Core Curriculum. They must have taken enough of their upper-
division music requirements to ensure graduation within six years. Students who do not meet these criteria will be placed on 
probation. If, by the end of the fourth year, the student’s Area Coordinator and the Director of the School of Music have 
concluded that graduation within six years remains unlikely, the student will be dismissed from the School of Music. 
 
Special Students – non-degree seeking 
A Non-Degree Student Application must be completed for students seeking non-degree enrollment in classes. Students who 
exceed the Undergraduate 12 credit limit for non-degree seeking must be affiliated with a college or school to continue taking 
the course. Please note that the School of Music must approve these credits. Excess credits will not count toward graduation (this 
is a university policy). International students cannot take courses as special students. An FIU special student MUST audition to 
the Wertheim School of Music in order to changing their major. You must be accepted into the Wertheim School of Music to be 
a music major. 
 
Transfer students 
Based on the results of placement tests, auditions, and credits that transferred, the appropriate level of classes for transfer 
students will be determined for the following classes: 

• Music Theory 
• History 
• Sight singing 
• Class piano 
• Applied lessons 

 
It is possible that in order to satisfy degree requirements, transfer students matriculating with an AA degree may need to take 
credits beyond the 120-credits for the B.M. and B.A. degrees in music. 
 
Normally, up to 60 credits of transfer coursework are counted toward the total number of credits required to earn a bachelor’s 
degree. Additional transfer credits (up to 30 credits) may be awarded for coursework taken at the upper-division level (3XXX 
and 4XXX level). These additional transfer credits must be applied to specific degree requirements, at the School of Music’s 
discretion. 
 
Additionally, transfer students must complete the required number of credits for their degree program, earn the minimum GPA, 
and satisfy all requirements for the degree program. 
Repeats of certain courses (e.g., lessons and ensembles) may be allowed for credit. Academic courses (e.g., theory and history 
classes) are not eligible to be repeated for credit. For example, if a student has taken Theory III at a community college but fails 
the FIU placement test to place out Theory III, the student may be expected to retake Theory III at FIU. In this case the student 
will earn 3, not 6, credits for Theory III. 
 
Because each transfer student presents a special case, all transfer students must meet with the School of Music Undergraduate 
Advisor and their Area Coordinator no later than the week before classes begin. It is imperative that students stay on schedule to 
graduate and understand what classes they must take each semester in order to graduate in a timely manner. 
 
Graduation 
Before the last 30 credits, or at the completion of the junior year, students must request the School of Music Undergraduate 
Advisor to make a preliminary check to see that all requirements for graduation have been met or will be met in the last year. 
Any problems that come up with the Panther Degree Audit will need to be addressed. 
 



Students must Apply for Graduation. A formal application for graduation must be made by filling out an application on MyFIU. 
Apply early in case your graduation application is rejected. This will allow for time to try to fix any problems before the 
deadline. Graduate deadlines are always early in the semester. If you miss the deadline, you will not graduate. 
 
A final degree audit must be made in the semester in which the student has applied for graduation. This final graduation checks 
to ensure that all requirements have been met is 
performed by the Undergraduate Advisor and the Associate Dean for Student Advising of CARTA. 
 
 
 
 
Grievance Procedures 

Undergraduate students with an academic grievance should follow the procedure outlined on the Student Affairs webpage, 
Student Complaints, Grievances, and Appeals. Grievance definitions and procedures may be found in the FIU Student 
Handbook. 
The following excerpt is from the Student Handbook: 
 
 
Informal Academic Grievance Procedure 
Undergraduate and Graduate students must attempt to resolve an academic grievance informally as soon as possible. A 
student must initiate informal resolution procedures by contacting the professor (or administrator as the instructor of record) 
no later than ten (10) business days after classes begin in the semester following that in which the complaint arose, or the 
grievance will be deemed untimely. 
The student must first attempt to resolve the academic grievance through an informal meeting with the professor.  
If the matter cannot be resolved, or if the professor cannot be reached, the student must meet next with the Area 
Coordinator and if needed, the Director of the School of Music.  
If the student’s grievance is against a committee, the student must meet with the committee chairperson.  
If the matter cannot be resolved, the student must meet next with the department chair.  
The informal grievance process is terminated at the School of Music level except when the department chair is the subject 
of the complaint, in which case the grievance continues to the college or school dean and the Office of the Dean of 
Students. 
 
Formal Grievance Procedure  
The academic grievance procedure is initiated by filing a written complaint with the Faculty Fellow for Academic Integrity. 
The complaint must be filed within fifteen (15) business days of the date the informal resolution process ends, or within 
twenty (20) business days after classes begin in the semester following that in which the complaint arose—whichever is 
later. After receipt, the Faculty Fellow for Academic Integrity, in consultation with the chairperson of the Academic 
Grievance Committee, will review the complaint to determine whether it falls within the scope of this policy and whether a 
formal hearing is warranted. When there are disputed issues of material fact which must be determined, a formal hearing is 
warranted. If the complaint does not fall within the scope of this policy, then the student shall be notified in writing. 

 
Advising and Registration 
 
Before each registration period, incoming and continuing music majors should meet with their Area Coordinator and Academic 
Advisor. They will work with students to plan their schedule for the upcoming academic year, process any necessary course 
permissions, and refer students to the appropriate faculty member if more specialized advisement or course placement is needed.  
 
To expedite the registration process, it is recommended that students meet with their Area Coordinator and Academic Advisor in 
October (for spring registration) and in March (for summer and fall registration). As soon as the registration period opens, 
students can register for most of their classes––especially UCC courses, the sections of which fill up early. In any event, students 
must meet with their Area Coordinator no later than the University business day prior to the first day of classes. 
 
For music courses requiring permission, students obtain permission through their Area Coordinator and Academic & Student 
Services Coordinator as well as your Music Advisor, with two exceptions: 
 



• Students needing permission for their initial theory class at FIU should contact Dr. Joel Galand (galandj@fiu.edu) 
during the registration period if they have already taken a theory placement test, or else take the theory placement 
test that is offered the week before classes begin. 

• Students who wish to enter the Class Piano sequence at a more advanced level than Class Piano I will need to 
audition for Dr. Jose Lopez (lopezjr@fiu.edu) 

 
Many specialized courses offered by individual areas (e.g., Diction, Keyboard Pedagogy, Music in Special Education, and so on) 
are only offered once a year or every other year. The rotation of these courses is presented in this handbook and the online 
degree maps (see below). It is best to check with your Area Coordinator and Academic Advisor regularly about the imminent 
availability of classes not offered every term or every year. 
 
Know your degree plan, which is described later in this publication. In addition, there are precise 4-year maps published for each 
of the undergraduate tracks. Consider the rotation of courses offered only every other semester or every other year. The degree 
maps are also available through My FIU. 
 
Make sure that your correct degree and track come up in Panther Degree Audit: if you are listed as a B.A. student when you are 
really B.M., or vice-versa, please notify your Academic Advisor. Ensure your correct sub-plan is listed (e.g., Instrumental 
Performance, Music Business, Music Education, etc.) Your graduation could be delayed if there is a mismatch between your 
Panther Degree Audit and your sub-plan. 
 
You must follow the curriculum that appears in the Undergraduate Catalog the year you entered FIU. You can also choose a plan 
instituted in a subsequent year, which flows from the principle that each subsequent curriculum improves its predecessor. 
 
Transfer students:  
All transfer students will be advised by Area Coordinators and the Undergraduate Academic Advisor. Schedule an appointment 
with both as soon as possible before classes start to work out a tentative schedule for the forthcoming semester and a graduation 
plan. Your status may change if you have yet to take placement tests, so check in with them regularly. All transfer students must 
submit their final hardcopy transcripts as soon as possible to ensure accurate advising The more courses in a sequence, the more 
likely delaying the commencement of that sequence will delay your graduation. Therefore, watch the two and four-course 
sequences in the Common Requirements: Music Theory & Sight Singing, Music History, and Class Piano. Starting Music 
Theory right away is particularly important because it is a prerequisite for courses in many of the Area Requirements, e.g., Form 
& Analysis, Counterpoint, and Orchestration. 
 
Music Theory Courses Taken at other Universities/Colleges 
The Florida State University System (SUS) mandates that courses taken at one institution transfer to another institution if the 
two courses share the same prefix and number.  There are exceptions for applied courses in the performing arts, but theory and 
history courses are considered academic courses for this purpose.  Most FIU undergraduate transfers come from MDC or BCC, 
which do not have the same history classes.  But they do have the same numbers for theory classes, which means that if you 
take, for example, Theory I (MUT 1111) at MDC and subsequently transfer to FIU, your MUT 1111 course will also transfer.    
 
The School of Music has an additional policy that the minimum theory grade is C (B for composition majors), so any transfer 
course that does not meet the SOM's minimum grade standard must be retaken.   
Moreover, the FIU School of Music requires all transfer students to take a theory placement test, regardless of their prior theory 
experience.  We will recommend your starting theory course based on your placement test. Although we cannot mandate that 
you retake a transferred theory course that has met the minimum grade threshold, we urge students to follow our 
recommendations; experience has shown that students who do not heed our placement guidance often have trouble passing the 
more advanced theory classes.  
 
Please note that music credits transferred from other institutions must have been taken prior to the student’s matriculation to 
FIU.  Once you are an FIU student, all your theory credits must come from FIU, and exceptions can only be granted with the 
permission of the theory coordinator and the School of Music Director.  Such permission may be granted if the student has taken 
a theory course at a research university ranked higher than FIU.  The policy precludes an FIU student from taking theory courses 
at MDC for credit once the student has matriculated at FIU.  
 
Communication in general to faculty, staff, and other students 

about:blank


At the Wertheim School of Music, we expect all faculty, staff, and students to model the highest standards of professional 
musicianship. This includes maintaining respectful, timely, and effective communication with one another. Emails should be 
addressed formally, use clear and courteous language, and make respectful, specific requests that allow the recipient adequate 
time to respond. Professionalism extends beyond communication into rehearsal and classroom behavior: arrive on time, fully 
prepared, and with all required materials; respect the rehearsal process and your colleagues’ time by minimizing distractions; and 
demonstrate thorough preparation for academic classes, ensembles, and performance commitments. Remember that your 
preparation—or lack thereof—directly impacts the success of your peers. A culture of mutual respect, accountability, and artistic 
integrity ensures that we collectively uphold the tradition of excellence that defines our School of Music. 
 
 
 
 
Common Requirements in Music 
In addition to working toward completion of the University Core Curriculum (UCC), Music Majors during the first two years 
must also fulfill most of their Common Requirements in Music (p. 29). The Common Requirements that are normally completed 
in the first two years include four semesters of music theory; four semesters of sight singing (which includes ear-training); four 
semesters each class piano; four semesters of private lessons on your instrument or voice each semester; and one or two 
ensembles each semester. The Common Requirements, in conjunction with your academic Core Curriculum, makes up the 
Lower Division or approximately 60 credits of the music major. After completing these credits, you will audition for Upper 
Division and finish your degree (consult p30. for Area Requirements). B.A. students have fewer common requirements than 
B.M. students (see the curriculum for that degree). 
 
 

 



 

 
 
Registering for applied lessons 
To register for applied lessons, you will need permission. Please request that your Area Coordinator and Academic Advisor enter 
this permission code in Panthersoft for you during enrollment.  
 
Applied lesson/ensemble co-requisite: All students registered for applied lessons must be in at least one ensemble for every 
semester in which they are registered for lessons. 
Orchestral string players (violin, viola, cello, double bass), the ensemble must be orchestra. 
Wind, brass, and percussion players (WBP), the ensemble must be Wind Ensemble, Orchestra, or Symphonic Band, as 
determined by the Area Coordinator of the WBP area, in consultation with the Orchestra Director. 
Voice, the ensemble will be Concert Choir.  
Other areas: consult your Area Coordinator and the curriculum listing for your track. Ensemble and seating auditions take place 
the week or weekend before classes begin. 
 
Types of applied lessons 

• Major Applied Lessons: Performance majors on their major instrument 
• Principal Applied Lessons: Music majors other than Performance majors and Music Minors who audition successfully 

for lessons. 
• Secondary Applied Lessons: Non-music majors and music majors studying a secondary instrument. Requests for 

secondary lessons cannot be guaranteed. 
 
Number of credits for applied lessons 

• Registering for the correct number of lesson credits is crucial. 
• Lower-Division Major Applied Lessons: register for 2 credits 
• Upper-Division Major Applied Lessons: register for 3 credits 
• Principal Applied Lessons: register for 2 credits 

 
Degree Programs at the Wertheim School of Music 
The Wertheim School of Music offers a range of degree programs designed to serve students with diverse artistic and academic 
interests, from those pursuing intensive performance studies to those whose passions lie in music scholarship or education. At 
the undergraduate level, students may choose between the Bachelor of Arts in Music, ideal for those with broad interests in 
music history, music theory, or interdisciplinary study, and the Bachelor of Music, a professionally oriented degree offering 



several specialized majors in performance, music business, composition, and more. For graduate students, we offer both the 
Master of Music degree—with multiple concentrations for advanced professional training—and the Master of Science in Music 
Education, tailored for music educators seeking to deepen their pedagogical expertise. Together, these programs provide a 
comprehensive and rigorous framework for artistic and intellectual development in music. 
 
Music Student Organizations 
At the Wertheim School of Music, we believe that musical growth extends beyond the classroom and rehearsal hall. Our vibrant 
community of student organizations and music fraternities provides an essential space for leadership, service, camaraderie, and 
artistic collaboration. Whether you are seeking professional development, peer support, or opportunities to make a lasting impact 
on campus and beyond, participation in these groups enriches your experience as a music major. We strongly encourage all 
students to become active members of this dynamic network—to find your voice, build lifelong friendships, and take part in 
shaping the cultural and creative life of our school. 
 
These are the music student organizations, fraternities, sororities and club chapters we currently have on the MMC campus: 
 
NAfME Collegiate 
Dr. Sandra Adorno, Faculty advisor 
NAfME Collegiate, Florida Collegiate Music Educators National Conference, is an organization geared towards the music 
education bound student. However, all music students are welcome to join because there are also benefits for non-music 
educators. Its function is to keep music students abreast of the latest techniques of music education by way of journals and field 
trips. Among these benefits will be concerts by various artists, workshops, speakers, and representation of our music school at 
various music conventions around the country. 
To accomplish these events, we would like to invite you to join NAFME. It is you, the students, who make up this organization. 
Dues are required for which you receive: 

• A membership card which, entitles you to register at the state, division, and national convention at a special student fee. 
• A subscription to the Music Educators Journal. 

 
• A subscription to state music education publication: The Florida Music Director. We look forward to seeing you! 

 
The American Choral Director’s Association 
Dr. Erynn Millard, Faculty Contact 
Founded in 1959, the American Choral Directors Association (ACDA) is a nonprofit music-education organization whose 
central purpose is to promote excellence in choral music through performance, composition, publication, research, and teaching. 
In addition, ACDA strives through arts advocacy to elevate choral music's position in American society. 
 
The FIU chapter of the American Choral Directors Association offers students the opportunity to join the finest professional 
choral organization in America, and offers lifetime learning, professional stimulation, and continual growth in the choral field. 
 
The local chapter will bring guest conductor/speakers and choirs to campus and may sponsor other workshops and festivals. 
There are no local student membership dues, but you may wish to pay the National dues of $20.00 per academic year. This 
entitles you to: A subscription to The Choral Journal, ACDA's official periodical, a membership card that entitles you to attend 
state, divisional and national conventions. 
 
You can receive more detailed information about ACDA at the national website at http://acdaonline.org. 
 
EARS (Electro-Acoustic Research Society) 
Dr. Jacob David Sudol, Faculty Advisor 
EARS is a student organization that represents Music Technology in the School of Music. We are involved with research in new 
media, including surround sound and multimedia production. Common activities are electro-acoustic concerts, guest lectures 
from professionals in the field, outreach activities with the greater Miami community, and jam sessions. For more information 
visit the Music Technology website at http://www.fiu.edu/~midi or send an email to jsudol@fiu.edu. 
 
The Society of Composers, Inc. 
Dr. Orlando J. Garcia, Faculty Contact 

http://acdaonline.org/
http://www.fiu.edu/~midi
http://www.fiu.edu/~midi
mailto:jsudol@fiu.edu
mailto:jsudol@fiu.edu


The Society Composers, Inc. (SCI) FIU student chapter is an organization that focuses on contemporary music creation and 
performance. The student group sponsors a recital of new student composer works each semester, as well as many other 
activities in and around the FIU campus. 
 
There are no local dues to join this student organization; however, you may choose to join the National Society of Composers, 
Inc. organization for only $12/yr. Membership in the national organization entitles you to a quarterly newsletter, performance 
opportunities at regional and national conferences and festivals, and other related benefits. 
 
The FIU SCI Student Chapter maintains its own website at http://www.fiu.edu/~sci. Please visit the site for more details 
regarding the group and its activities. 
 
Kappa Kappa Psi, National Band Fraternity 
Professor Darryl Baker, Faculty Contact 
The Kappa Kappa Psi was colonized at FIU to support and further all aspects of the band program. The organization is open to 
all students who are members in good standing with the Golden Panther Marching Band. Those students who are interested in 
becoming a member of Kappa Kappa Psi must attend one of the fraternity memberships functions to make your wishes known to 
the brothers and sisters. Membership is then selected in the late spring of each year with the prospective membership period 
lasting from mid-April until late October. Costs are the yearly national dues of $60.00 per academic year plus whatever chapter 
dues are levied each year. 
 
Plans for the chapter include the funding and sponsorship of band scholarships; the creation and operation of the FIU Golden 
Panther Band Invitational Marching Band Festival; staffing the new Sunshine Music Camp; and providing ushers for important 
Wind and Percussion concerts. 
 
 
 
 
The National Association of Teachers of Singing 
Dr. Vindhya Khare, Faculty Advisor 
The National Association of Teachers of Singing is the largest association of teachers of singing in the world. It has over 5,000 
members, all of whom have pledged to uphold a professional Code of Ethics. NATS encourages the highest standards of singing 
through excellence in teaching and the promotion of vocal education and research. Its goals include the professional 
advancement of the talented performer and the enrichment of the public. If you are a singer, music educator, interested in vocal 
instruction, or work in a voice-related field, we invite you to apply for membership in the FIU student chapter of NATS. 
 
You can receive more information about NATS at the national website at http://www.nats.org/.
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