
CARTA Faculty Assembly Meeting  
November 6, 2025	
	
Attendance List: No Quorum 
 

Dean's Office 
Brian Schriner (Dean, Non-voting) 

 
Architecture 
John Stuart 

 
Art & Art History 
	Tori Arpad-Cotta (Chair, Non-voting) 
Jonathan Perez 
Dimitry Chamy 
Alexandra Giannell 
Marisa Lerer 
Lidu Yi 
Fereshteh Toosi 

 
Communication 
Elizabeth Marsh 
Nicole Kashian 
Heather Bermudez 
Sigal Segev 
Travis Cloyd 
Paula Powell 
Rachel Rashe Reed 
Alfred Soto 

 
Interior Architecture 
 

 
Journalism and Media 
Susan Jacobson (Chair Non-voting) 
Neil Reisner 
Karla Kennedy 
Jessica Kizorek 
Teresa Ponte (Assembly Co-chair) 
Gabriel Ramirez 

 
Landscape Architecture 
Ebru Ozer (Chair, Non-voting) 

 

Music 
Mesut Özgen (Assembly Co-chair) 
David Dolata 
Marcia Littley 
Jose Raul Lopez 
Vindhya Khare 
Brenton Alston 

 
Theater 
Jennifer Ivey (Chair, Non-voting) 
Anthony Galaska 
Ivan Lopez 
Chris Goslin 
Melvin Huffnagle 
Michael Yawney 
Olivia deGuzman 
Rebecca Covey 
 

 
Guest 
Tania Lopez, UFF-FIU President (Non-voting) 

 
 
 



Minutes 
 Meeting commenced at 3:38 PM 

• Approval of minutes from the last meeting on March 27, 2025. 
• Approval of Agenda 

	
• Dean’s Report, Brian Schriner 

o Updates on the college's achievements and ongoing initiatives, including 
successful visits, accreditations, and conferences. 

o Importance of maintaining high Board of Governors student success 
metrics and operationalizing the strategic plan to support student and 
faculty success. 

o Need to integrate AI into the curriculum and research ethically and 
meaningfully, as well as align the curriculum with industry needs 

	
• UFF–FIU Report, President Tania Lopez  

o Updates on membership, bargaining, and upcoming events. 
o Importance of reaching 60% membership density to maintain certification 

and increase collective bargaining power. 
o Key issues being negotiated, including support for non-permanent 

resident faculty, academic freedom, and workplace flexibility. 
o Union's opposition to FIU's new ICE 287 agreement, which allows 4 

police officers to be trained as ICE agents on campus. 
o UFF-FIU encourages faculty to familiarize themselves with the contract, 

engage in union activities, and exercise their rights to union 
representation in meetings with supervisors. 

o Posted the link to the administration's answers regarding the ICE 287(g) 
agreement in the chat and/or share with faculty. 
 

• Faculty Senate Report, Neil Reisner 
o Key topics, including the sharing of guidance documents related to a CBA 

agreement, an upcoming AI Mini Challenge deadline, and a recent 1.5% 
salary increase for faculty. 

o Concerns about a federal Compact for Academic Excellence and the 
establishment of an ad hoc committee on academic freedom. 

o Syllabus posting requirements, with clarification that only UCC courses 
need to be posted 45 days before the semester. 

o Upcoming events such as appreciation lunches and the holiday party 
were discussed. 
	

• Next Steps 
o John Stuart: Organize and host the next AI and ethics discussion session 

with Aileen Izquierdo on Friday, November 21st. 
o Faculty interested in the AI Mini Challenge: Encourage students to submit 

entries by the November 15th deadline. 
o Faculty interested in the Summer Research Award: Review and apply for 

the award using the posted link; submit required report if awarded. 
o Faculty interested in joining or helping the UFF-FIU membership 

committee: Reach out to Tania Lopez or the membership team to obtain 
names of non-member faculty in their departments/units and invite them 
to join. 



o Faculty interested in the UFF-FIU chapter-wide lunch meeting: Attend the 
meeting on Thursday, November 13th at 12pm (BBC: GL220, MMC: 
WUC 159). 

o Faculty interested in the UFF-FIU Sunset Social: Attend the social event 
on Thursday, November 20th, 4-6pm. 

o Faculty interested in the UFF-FIU Holiday Party: Watch for updates 
regarding the holiday party at the Astro Center. 

o Faculty interested in Faculty Appreciation Lunches: Attend the lunch on 
Tuesday, November 18th (BBC: Ratcliffe Incubator) or Wednesday, 
November 19th (MMC: BEA Gallery in PCA) at noon. 

o Mesut Ozgen: Faculty interested in Faculty Awards, prepare and submit 
applications by the February 27th deadline. 

o Karla Kennedy: Offer assistance to faculty needing help with the simple 
syllabus; faculty to reach out as needed. 

 
• New Business - No new business  
• Meeting adjourned at 4:36 PM 

	
	
Respectfully Submitted, 
Mesut Ozgen and Teresa Ponte 
Co-Chairs, CARTA Assembly 
 
 
P.S.	Pending	approval	in	the	Spring	2026	Assembly	meeting.	
 


